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OF ATONEMENT, &c. 

This subject has, in a great measure, 
been anticipated in treating of the design 
and work of the Mediator: but that our 
readers may have a concise view of such an 
important doctrine by itself; so as to ex- 
amice its contents by the standard of scrip- 
ture, and to compare it with the different 
sentiments, which have obtained belief in 
the world; I have thought fit to make it a 
separate article. The only idea, which I 
form of Atonement, is reconciliation, or the 
union and agreement of parties, who had 
been at variance; or where one patty was 
at variance with another, which was friend- 
ly. Atonement is the reconciliation of the 
party at variance with the party, which 
was and ever had been friendly. Wheth- 
ér the variance be mutual between the par- 


ties; or whether it respects one party, 


while the other is friendly ; still the idea 
of Atonement, is reconciliation. 

In the Atonement, which the Mediator 
has made, the parties are God and man.— 
Between the parties there is a variance, 
but this variatice is not mutual. Man of 
the second part is an enemy to and at vari- 
ance with God, of the first part; but God 
is not an enemy to, nor at variance with 
man, of the second part. The consequence 
then is, that reconciliation will only respect 
man; for, he, only, being unreconciled, 
Hence Atonement 
consists in that reconciliation of man, by 
which he becomes one in love, in desire 
and in happiness with God himself: his en- 
mity to God is laid aside, and, im his affec- 
tion, he is one with his maker. 

Thus, where a difference did exist on 
man’s part, there is now an agreement; 
and where there was a variance, their is 
now an At-one-ment, or reconciliation ; the 
parties are af one. Thus Atonement and 
reconciliation are the same. 


That the variance between God and man, 
is not mutual; is evident from the un- 
changeableness of God, who always has 
and will love the work of his own hand.— 
Having pronounced all his work very good 
at first, he can never hate any part of it 
afterward, unless he changes himself: and 
as he changes not, his love is constant: 
therefore God needed no reconciliation to 
man. 

It is, likewise, evident that our heavenly 
Father need not to be reconciled to man by 
the Mediator, because his love to man was 
the only cause of the coming and work of a 
Mediator. God so Joved the world, that 
he gave his only begotton Son, &c. God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners Christ died for 
use Rom. v. 8. 

The coming of Christ, then, as a Medi- 
ator, and the work he was to perform as 
such, or the atonement or reconciliation he 
was to effect; could not respect God the 
Father, for be had a regard to the work of 
his own hand and loved his children ; his 
love was manifested in the gift of his Son. 
It respected man, who, only was the party 
at variance. 

As tlhe Atonement did not respect the re- 
conciliation of God to man; so neither did 
it respect any necessity of satisfying divine 
justice and rendering the salvation of mau 
consistent with the divine pertections. 

That being, who requires us to forgive 
our enemies ; can, consistently, forgive his 
enemiss: and if it would be unlawful for 
us to refuse forgiveness, till our anger was 
appeased by some innocent sacrifice ; the 
unlawfuiness must arise from this, that the 
great lawgiver has not set the example. 

Hence Christ was not a sacrifice to sat- 
isfy divine justice. 





The notion of a transfer of sin from us 
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to Christ; or righteousness from him to, word of God; even the mystery which 
us ; that he hore or suffered the punishment hath been hid fiom ages and generations, 


due to os; and that his righteousness be- 
comes ours by imputation ; is, I think, vi, 
supported by reason or revelation. If we} 


bnt now is made manifest to his saints : To 
whom God would make known what is the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among 


confees our sins, he is faithfal and just to| the Gentiles, which is Christ in you the 


forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from | 
all unrighteousness. 1 John, i. 9. 

Thus the conviction of men by the ex- 
ample and sufferings of Christ in confirma- 
tion of God’s love to the world, is designed 
to bring men to a disposition to confess and 
forsake their sin, and then the faithfuiness 
aud justice of God appears in its forgive- 
ness. 

Thus, the Atonement is the work of a 
Mediator, in convincing and reconciling 
man to his Maker. 

The universality of it is evident from 
the gift of the Father to the Son; from the 
Son’s undertaking and qualification ; and 
from the assurance given of complete suc- 
cess, even in the reconciliation of al! things, 
both in heaven and in earth to the Father. 
The Son had ail power in heaven anc earth 
given to him; that he should give eternal 
life to as many as the Father hath given to 
him. John, xvii. 2. Andit pleased the Fa- 
ther, that in hin: (Christ) all fulness should 
dwell ; and, having made peace through 
the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile 
all things to himself ; by him, I say, wheth- 
er they be things in earth or things in hea- 
ven. And you, that were sometime alien- 
ated and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now hath he reconciled, in the 
body of his flesh through death, :o present 
you holy, and unblameable and unreprova- 
ble in his sight ; if ye continue in the faith 
grounded and settled, and be not moved a- 
way from the hope of the gospel, which ye 
heard and which was preached to every 
creature, which is under heaven, whereof I 
Paal am made a minister ; who now re- 
joice in my sufferings for you, and fill up 
that, which is behind of the efilictions of 
Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which 
is the church: whereof I am made a min. 
ister according to the dispensation of God, 
which is given to me for you, to fuifil the 





hope of giory : whom we preach, warning 
every man, and teaching every man in all 
wisdom ; that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus; whereunto [ also 
labor, striving according to his working, 
which workethin me mightily. Col. i. from 
the 19th to the last verse, inclusive.—Ebt- 
TOR. 


—And come to the knowledge of the truth. 
1 Tim. xi. 4. 

According to St. Paul’s phraseology, in 
thistext; Truth is one object of great ex- 
tent and importance; and although men- 
tioned in the singular number, yet it con- 
tains a complex idea, involving all the 
truths composing the scheme of man’s sal- 
vation; in which God is honored and man 
restored to biiss.—The character of the 
Deity ; his immensity and unchangeable. 
ness; his designs towards man, and the 
method chosen, by him, to accomplish 
those designs ; may be considered the truth 
spoken in the text. This truth is antece- 
dent to, and independent of our knowledge; 
i. e, it exists before our knowledge of it, 
and consequently, is independent of our 
knowledge, 

A supposition segms to prevail, that the 
knowledge of an object, begets that object, 
similar to the idea of many with regard to 
faith; they supposing that faith begets its 
own object, by making that trus, which 
was not true before ;—whereas, ¢ruth as an 
object, must exist ; not only before it can 
be believed ; but likewise before it can be 
known. 

How can we come to the knowledge of 
that which does not exist ? 

We may now see a propriety inthe ex- 
pression of Paul. God will have all men 
tobe saved, and come to the knowledge of 
the truth. 


The truth existing, which is God’s un- 
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changeable purpose of truth and mercy to 
all men; is the matter of the salvation of 
all men. 

This is the truth existing: and its exis- 
tence cannot sensibly be beneficial to us? 
till it is known. The knowledge of it 
brings happiness, brings salvation. 

Hence, when Paui says, ‘that God will 
have all men to be saved, and come to the 
krowledge of the truth; he clearly inti- 
mates that our salvation, as to the matter 
of it, is secured in the divine purpose, and 
that the knowledge of this is our salvation ; 
or that, by which we are freed from the 
gloomy apprehensions of despair. 

It is certain, that of our salvation be se- 
cured in the divine purpose ; uf God, frou. 
eternity, has set his love on us 3 and if his 
determination of love be a truth ; still all 
this avails nothing to our happiness, to our 
salvation ; till we know it. 

Our happiness rests on the knowledge of 
God’s anchangeable purpose respecting us. 
Therefore, if God wills that all men should 
come to the knowledge of the truth, which 
is salvation ; it argues that salvation in the 
divine purpose is a truth, and that man shall 
know it in the best time. 

All shall be taught of God. 
shall see the salvation of God. 

Hence, coming to the knowledge of the 
truth is not the beginning of that truth; 
but only our apprehension of that, which 
always did exist. 

REMARKS. 

We may from the above receive help in 
understanding many scriptures. 

The person, ‘ who is brought out of dark. 
ness into marvellous light ;? is not brought 
into alight, which never before existed ; 
but into a light, which always did exist; 
only he never saw it before. 

When a person tastes and sees that the 
Lord is gracious; it is new only in the es- 
timation of him, who thus tastes and sees ; 
for the Lord always was gracious. 

When a person, by divine illumination, 
is astonished at the loveliness and glory of 
the divine character; he only now discov. 
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alteration is in himself. Thus we may 
and ought to correct our mistaken notions, 
that the Almighty changes, in his Being 
and designs, with our views of them; for 
he is equally as lovely, gracious and mer- 
ciful before we discover it, as after the 
discovery is made. 

He is equally our God, our friend, our 
king and Saviour before we are acquainted 
with him, as he is after this acquaintance is 
formed; and all trath, respecting God and 
our salvition, fs as real before our knowl- 
edge of it, as afterwards. 

This knowledge of truth, is the salvation 
which we are required to work out with 
fear andtrembling. Trath,.itself, contain- 
ing our salvation, is that, which we have 
no hand in procaring: but the knowledge 
of this, is that for which we ought to strive. 

So,in making our calling and election sure; 
our calling and election are the same as the 
truth in the text; they are immutably fix- 
ed on the divine nature and design; mak- 
ing them sure, is coming to the knowledge 
of them. Thus as it is with a person nat- 
urally blind; there is the same glorious 
sun, the moon and stars; the same objects 
of an earthly kind to cheer and amuse him 3 
bat he is not cheered and amused ; the rea- 
son is he has no eyes to see. He oy not 
seeing them, does not destroy their exist- 
ence. — When his eyes are opened to see, 
he admires, he rejoices and adores: bat 
there is nothing new excepting his sight, 
by which he discovers the truth. 

By sight, he comes to the knowledge of 
the truth. Now as God wills, that all men 
should come to the knowledge of the trath ; 
and as itis the duty of all mento obtain 
this knowledge ; so it follows that the truth 
containing eternal life, is secured for al] 
men, otherwise they could not be required 
to know it.—Epziror. 





Therefore I say unto you, What things 
soever ye desire when ye pray, believe that 
ye receive, and ye shall have them. 


Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit 





ers, what that character always was; the 





you like men, be strong.” —ScRirTuRE. 
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| For the Gospel Advocate. 


Mr. Editor—Sir, Will you be pleased to’ 


publish the following with some re- 
niarks ; by doing it you will gratify a 
number of your readers. : 
Mr. Z a member of a presbyterian 
church, became convinced of the absurdi- 


ty of the limited and partial doctrire of | 


grace, and his views of the universality of 
Gou’s love coming to the knowlege of his 
minister ; a debate arose, of which the tol- 
lowing is the substance. ;' 

Minister. I am informed that you have 
an-idea of embracing the corrupt doctrine 
of universal salvation. 

Z. As to its being a corrupt doctrine, I 
leave at present ; I acknowledge that I 
believe all men will be saved. 

M. How dare you venture to go against 
the belief of the churches and the preach- 
ing of their ministers? 

Z. Itis my duty to learn and under- 
stand for myself, 

M. Wiil you pretend that you are wiser 
than your teachers ? 

Z. I wish to esteem men, who are teach- 
ers, and to believe their preaching so far 
as it appears to be consistent. 

M. You mean, then, to be your own 
judge in these matters? 

Z. Certainly, Sir. This is my duty. 

M. Do you not know that the doctrine 
you profess to believe, is corrupt and dan- 

gerous ? 

Z, Can an exalted idea of God’s love 
aud goodness lead to dangerous and cor- 
rupt consequences? I think not ; it is the 
goodness of God, which leads to repent- 
ance. God’s love to sinful men, is the 
cause why they love him. We love him 
because he first loved us. 

M. You are ignorant and arrogant; do 
you think that you know more abvut these 
things than I do, who have studied so 
much more thap yourself? I say that God 
hates the the wicked every day : that his 
wrathand fury are out against them : and 
that if they do not repent they must and 
will be damnec toall eternity. 

Z. God hates sin, but not the sinner ; 


untess he hates the work of his own hand; 
and if be hates his own workmanship, he 
| is a changeable being, for ali his work was 
very good, in bis view, at first 

M. Thisis one of your sophistical and 
corruptarguments. I teil you, that God 
| bates the sinner with a perfect hatred. 

Z. Then he hates all men ; for there is 
none that doeth good no not one. They 
are all gone out of the way. 

M. There is your sophistry again. | 
tell you though he hates the sinner, yet he 
loves the righteous. 

Z. But there is none righteous, no not 
one. There is not a jast man upon earth, 
that doeth good and sinneth not. 

M. You have crank deep of that error, 
which is coming in like a flood. You can. 
not be continued in the church. We will 
not tolerate such abominable doctrine. 

Z. Sir, I have plainly expressed my 
mnind, but you have not, even, attempted 
any answer. The reasons of my belief 
are the unchangeable love of God to men, 
and toallmen. ‘The promises that all 
nations and families and kindred of the 
earth shall be blessed in Christ, and that 
he by the Father’s appointment, shall rec 
oncile all men to himself; that God, in 
this abundant mercy, is more glorified, 
while all men will praise his holy name. 

M. It is in vain to talk with you ; you 
are hardened in iniquity. You are wise 
in your own conceit. You must be deliv. 
ered over to satan for the destruction of 
the flesh. 

Z. Youmean, I hope, that the spirit 
may be saved ? 

M. I shail talk no more with you on this 
subject, you must prepare yourself for ex- 
communication. You arenolonger wor- 
thy of a standing in the charch. 

Z. Sir, 1 must take the liberty of saying 
that I am astonished at your method and 
manner of treating both the subject and 
myself. 

The subject you have waved entirely ; 
and me, you have treated with harshness— 








Now, sir, as I should always wish to treat 
the matters of religion with due deference 
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and respect, and to give a reason of the 
hope that is in me in meekness and fear ; 
so on the other hand, an excommunication 
from the church, under existing circum- 
stances, will not disturb my peace, but I 
shall rejoice that I am accounted worthy 
tu suffer for his Name. 

M. You only confirm me in the belief of 
your incorrigable disposition. 

Z. Lam prepared to receive your and 
the church’s excommunication. 

REMARKS. 

It is very extraordinary that Z. should 
be treated with so much harshness, and be 
refused even a reply in any one case. 

I would wish to ask our presbyterian 
friends, to what they suppose the conse- 
quences of an excommunication, under 
circumstances like the above case, will a- 
mourt ? 

Will it deprive the excommunicated 
person of heaven? I think not. Will it 
disgrace him in the view of suber, candid 
men? No. Willit provethe fallacy of 
the doctrine for which he is excommuni- 
cated ? No. Why not? Because there is 
neither argument used to refute the doc- 
trine ; nor means applied to gain the of- 
fending brother. The ipse dixit of the 
priést is enough to satisfy the church, the 
man or the woman, as the case may be, is 
excommunicated; and so little candor and 
reason are displayed in the process ; that 
men of sense hide their faces tliro’ shame 
for suchignorance and hypocrisy ; 
men of little thought, have sense enough | 
to see the deception and laugh at it. 

Why is it so, that pretended preachers 
of the gospel will flinch from a candid and 
fair investigation of universal salvation ? 

They do flinch from the undertaking, 
even among theiz own bearers of the small- 
est capacities. Look at the case of Z. and 
his minister. What candor and tairness 
on the part of Z. what unfairness and want 
of candor on the pa't of the minister ? 

Now can ary person suppose that a pro- 
cess like the above, is entitled to the respect 
and veneration of any sensible man or wo- 
man ? Can it be a promotion of the cause, 
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| either of religionor humanity ? It certain- 
ly has the direct opposite effect, and is 
the cause why religion mourns and human- 
ity bleeds. Hence preachers and preach- 
inglose their influence in society ; iniqui. 
ty abounds, and the love of many waxes 
cold. 

Hence, likewise,the decisions of church- 
es, which ought to be so conducted that 
veneration aud applause might be the re- 
sult; are the occasion of much ridicule 
and reproach. 

But there is one source of consolation 
notwithstanding ; these things are opera- 
ting to open men’seyes asto truth at 
large ; It wiil be seen that the church of 
Christ, which he purchased with his own 
blood is larger and more numerous than 
these men are willing to allow: that 
it comprehends the human family. May 
God grant that the time may come, when 
error shall cease and truth prevail.—Eot- 
TOR. 





From the Religious Inquirer. 

It is to be regretted, that the only sys- 
tem of religious belief, which can make 
human existence itself appear at all desirs 
able, should be stigmatised as a demorali- 
zing, dangerous, and even a damnable doc- 
trine. Thatit should be considered as ree 
moving every incentive to virtue, of taking 


off all restraint from vice—and of opening 


the flood gates of iniquity ! If that love 


and | which is the fulf/liny of the law, is licen- 


tious and demoralizing—if dread and hor- 
| ror, are incentives to virtue, and that sum- 
mary of religion, on which hang all the 
law and the prophets, is dangerous and 


damnable: then are those insinuations cor- 


rect. But if not, then they are utterly 
false and deceptive ; and ought to be refu- 
ted, and their fallacy held up to public 
view. Could we find some numerous tamity 
of young children, who efter being taught 
that their father loved them all with a teu- 
der and unalterable affection, should be 
made to believe that he would shortly 
change from leve to hatred ; and fail upon 
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offspring and make indiscriminate havoc 
and slaughter of the lives of at least one 
half of their number before his vengeance 
could be satiated : Lt would afford usa 
faint specimen of that religion, which»is 
claimed to be the only safeguard of our 
morals !!  Andshould it be insisted upon, 
that unless these children were made to be- 
lieve that their father would soon make 
sucha display of his vindictive justice, as 
to destroy a great part of his family : they 
could not love him with all their heart nor 
love one another as they ought; and thatif 
any one should continue to doubt that this 
was their father’s true character, they 
would for this very,reason be made to feel 
the effects of his rage, so long as they 
should remain in them the least suscepti- 
bility of endaring torsnent. The simili. 
tude, though still faint, would be no less 
appropriate. How is it that men dare to 
characterise the most high God, in a man- 
ner that would Ccisgrace the worst of earth 
ly parents. For could one such be found 5 
who should take in hand, even one, and 
that the most obstinate of his children and 
commence upon him a course of incessant 
chastisement,- without the least intention of 
restoring the child to virtue and bappin- 
ess, but witha determination to increase 
the severity of the strokes, until lacerated, 
bleeding and mangled,he should sink down 
and expire at his feet; all the world would 
unite in execrating the monster ! And yet 
the pretended embassadors of the prince of 
peace and reconciliation, are perpetually 
caliing on us to believe, that the father of 
our spirits, the lord of life and glory, will 
conduct in a manner infinitely more atro- 
cious! ! Suchisthe popular religion of 
the day. Weare demanded to worship a 
God of inconsistent and contradictory 
qualities, a God void of system, possessed 
of more hatred than love, momentary, and 
mutable in goodness, but permanent and 
unalterable in malevolence, capricious and | 
unstable in pity, bat unrelenting ana inex-, 
orable in wrath, weak and inefficient to. 
save. but potent and omnipotent to damn, 
subject to embarrassment and defective in | 


every purpose and design,but that of his e. 
ternal vengeance ! 


But it is time that we open our eyes up. 
on the deception that has been practised 
upon us. | What, can we not love the au- 
thor of our being until he shall become 
painted inour imagination asa detestable 
and terrific monster,who will quickly bring 
upoo us a most awful destruction. Or if 
not on ourselves individually, on millions 
of our brothers, and sisters of the human 
family. And will it ensure our own dam- 
nation to doubt this ? Is there no way in 
which we can so highly offend the God of 
love, as to overrate his goodness, or to de- 
tract the immensity of his wrath? Asno 
parent would be willing to sustain ihe 
character here described: so, neither do 
we believe it can be pleasing to the father 
of the spirits of ai! lesh—wretched indeed 
must be any family uader the government 
of sucn aparent. As we, who are heads 
of families on earth, know that their peace 
cannot be endangered hy teaching tie chil. 
dren that their father loves them al! impar- 
tially; and that he wili certainiy reclaim 
them ailto virtue and happiness if itis in 
his power : so we believe that the father 
of our spirits will reclaim all his children 
because we know he has benevoience to 
dictate and power to accomplish so desira- 
ble an object. We also knuw that should 
our children be taught the contrary, and be 
made to believe that we are determined, 
instead of using every effort to restore and 
reclaim them, soon to turn their worst ene- 
my ; it would poison every enjoyment and 
deaden every sociai feeling. So we he- 
lieve that the prevalence of those docts 
rines which demand a belief that our fatb- 
er in heaven will soon become our most 
formidable, and unrelenting enemy, from 
whose tremendous wrath we can never es- 





cape: have been the prolific cause of con- 
fusion and every evil work. And that they 
will continue to scourge the human family, 
until they give place to the more rational, 
and guspel doctrine of God’s universal 
goodness. Aud as wealso know, that by 
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our children being taught in the manner | prove to be virtually, what the Father sent 
described, can be no sateguard to their | him to be, viz. * The Saviour of the world.’ 


morals; cannot conduce tothe peace and | 
happiness of the family ; but excite that | 


fear of their fathers wrath ; and that dis- | 
trust and jealousy among themselves, which | 
approach of death would cause them to 


must wither al! the charities of domestic 
life: so we believe thatthe doctrine of 
God’s vindictive, cruel, ang interminable | 


Bat in all such cases with which I have 
been acquainted, as well as in the case you 
_Mentioa, these exertions have proved inef- 
fectual. Though it bas been said that the 


give up their faith, yet death, together 
with all these pious exertions have not 


wrath, when he shall no longer compass: | been able to destroy their confidence in tha 


jonate his wretched offspring, but take de- 

light in augmenting the intolerable curse of 
thei: existence: instead of guarding our 
morals, will contaminate them : instead of 
being an incentive to virtue ; will produce 
distrust, @read, and horror,—instead of 
drawing us with the cords ofluve, will tend 


to drive tis to the abyss of black despair ! 
A UNIVERSALIST. 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 
UNIVERSALISM ON A DEATH BED. 


Deak Brotuer—In your last epistle you 
infucmed me of the death of two of your 
kind and esteemed friends* in Portland, 
members of yorr society. As 1 began to 
read this clause of your letter, gloomy 
thoughts ran through my mind. Ah, crue! 
death! thou king of terrors! Two more 
have fallen at thy hand, while others stand» 
and mourn, and weep. but, my mind was 
not long pained with such gloomy reflec- 
tions. Your declaration that “they re- 
muined, to the last moment of life, firm 
and uushaken in their Farrn in the Univer- 
sal Saviour,” called wy mind from this dis- 
mai scene of death and darkuess, tu the 
bright scene of glorious life beyond the 
tumb, where death can never come, and 
supplied me with two or more powerfal 
testimonies against the assertion, often un- 
justiy and tannting!y made, that a be- 
lief in the doctrine of the Universal zoodness 
and salvation of God, will not give support 
in a dying hour. 

Those who make this assertion use their 
utmost endeavors, when occasion offers, to 
make the assertion true. (Great exertion: 
are often made to alarm and to terrify the 
sick, who profess to betieve that Christ will 





* Capt. Pricuarp and Mrs. Smita. 











crucified. and risen Saviour, who they be- 
lieved, is ‘the propitiation for their sins, 
and not for theirs only,but atso for the sins 
of the whole world.” 

A case of this kind lately occurred in 
Sidney. A young lady by the name of Lu- 
cinda Taylor, aged about 20, died a few 
weeks since, triumphant in the faith of the 
gospel, through which life and immortali- 
ty are brought to light for the dying fami- 
lyofman. She found by happy experience 
that this faith was good to live by in time 


| of prosperity, that it was good in days of 


great distress, and good in her dying mo- 
nents. 

A year ago she was brovght to endure 
several months of extremely distressful 
sickness, during which it was sometimes 
thought, by herseif aud friends, that life 
would continue but a few hours tonger.—= 
At such times, as well as during her whole 
sickness, professors ot religion were trying, 
both by persuasion and by the most horrid 
denunciations, to induce her to renounce 
her faith. On one evening in particular, 
when it was not expected that she would 
continue until morning, one of her visiting 
veighbors to!d her that the probability was 
that she had but alittle while to live, and if 
she did not change her belief, she would 
sink to hell! ! After I had heard of these 
things from several others, they were told 
me by Miss Taylor herself, who recovered 
her heaith so that she has since visited this 
town. ‘ These anathemas of men,” said 
she, “did not move me, I was confident 
that my Saviour was sufficient for me, and 
I knew that those who were constantly en- 
deavoring to disturb my rest, knew nothing 
of my doctrine.” 
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As winter again came on, consumption 
renewed its hold on this daughter of Zion, 
and as though the greatest distress of body 
were not enough, several of her neighbors 
again renewed thei: efforts to distress her 
mind. I visited her during this, her last 
sickness ; and though she viewed death 
near, her rest in the Lord was glorious.— 
That heavenly calmness and serenity mar- 
ied her conversation,which is rarely found. 

Lingvired whether any were yet exert 
ing themselves, as they had done before, to 
shake her confidence in the impartial and 
never-failing Saviour of sinners. “ Yes,” 
she replied,many continue their endeavors; 
but their exertions to weaken, rather tend 
to strengthen my faith. The more they 
say, the more I am led to !ook to Jesus, 
and [ behold more and more beauties in 
him. I feel that I am safe in my Saviour’s 
arms. 

Inthis rest she continued to the last, 
being sealed with the spirit of promise,” 
and joyfully expecting “ the redemption of 
the [whole] purchased possession,” of him 
*¢ who gave himself a ransom for all, to be 
testified in due time.” So I suppose that 
those who were her “miserable comfort- 
ers,” have, in their thoughts sentenced her 
to ceaseless woe. Of this I judge from the 


assertions before mentioned. What must 
she have done to give them ground tu hope 


for her future welfare ? She must have as- 
sented to their creed. She must have ex- 
pressed a conviction that there is an endless 
hell for the greater part of sinners, and a 
Saviour for but few, and that she, 
according to an eternal decree of God,was 
to be of the happy few. Then they could 
have thought that © allis well.” But not to 
make a Christ of experience, nor trust in 
assenting to a certain creed; butio trust 
implicitly in the Son of God, and believe 


THE BOY AND THE BUTTERFLY. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH. 





‘Twas in a garden sweet and gay, 

A beauteous boy rov’d with delight; 
Before him, in a rich display 
Uf colors, glittering in the ray, 

A butterfly attracts his sight. 


From flower to flower the fickle thing 
Io many a sportive ringlet fiies, 

And seems so lovely on the wing, 

No weariness the chase can bring, 
Though vainly the pursuit he tries. 


Now on a pink in balmy rest, 

He strives to make the prize his own; 
Now on a rose’r fragraut breast, 
He thinks its flight he shail arrest, 

But, lo! again the wanton’s flown, 


And still the chase no toil can bring, 
Though vainly the pursuit he tries ; 

So tempting seems the lovely thing, 

Thus seen at distance on the wing, 
Still glittering in his ardent eyes. 





And now his hopes to tantalize, 
Behold it on a myrtle near! 

Next on a violet bank it lies— 

He steals, and with his hat be tries 
To cover the gay flutterer here. 


But all in vain each art and wile 
To cetch the beauteous playful thing ; 
Yet still he disregards his teil, 
Its beauties stil! his pains beguile, 
Thus seen before him on the wing. 


At last the flutterer he espies, 

Ha'f buried in a tulip’: bell, 
He grasps the flower in glad surprize— 
V'iin his grasp the insect dies ;— 

His vain regrets, his teas now tell. 


Thus Pleasure, that gay butterfly, 
In prospect cheers the mind ; 
But if too ea zerly we clasp, 
It perishes within our grasp, 
Anc leaves a sting behind. 





The rich ruleth over the poor, and the 
borrower is servant to the lender. 

The man that wandereth out of the way 
of understanding shall remain in the con- 





gregation of the dead. 
Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good 


that he is the unchanging and never-failing | thing, and obtaineth favor of the Lord.— 


friend and Saviour of the whole human 
family was thought sufficient to cast one 
off torever—from the mercy of God.— 
Father forgive them, for they know not 


what they do.” Ss. COBB, 





Waterville, #eb. 25, 1823. 


Scripture. 
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